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Black Birds y:l by Amy Morris

Early morning, bobbing black figures in the pale straw-colored grassaemit
series of whistles, churs, phees, and soft bubbly gurgles. So many different
voices, languages. | watch as others fly in, then glide down, wings silent,
joining in the feast that lay before them.

Midmorning, it's cold, but | step outside, drawn by loud, raucous calls. A huge
flock of black birds hip-hopping through a forest of barren trees. Limb to limb,
arguing in guttural cries, harsh rattles, squeaky whistles, wheezky crasty
shouts! No melodious songsters here.

Then they drop, fluttering to water swollen ground like so many inky
handkerchiefs. A banquet lay at the feet of trees rising from impermanent
wetland. Utterances muffled as bills fill. A rapt concentration of gluttony.

This is a flock of many tribes. Among them are our year round residents:
common grackles, red-winged blackbirds, brown-headed cowbirds. They are
joined by their brethren, our winter visitors, rusty and brewer’s blackbirds,
soon to wing their way north.

It is early evening now, rising softly along the horizon. A wild flurry of wings,
a burst of miraculous feather song. A large black mass rises in the air as one.
My ears hear their vociferous utterances as they pass, thousands in number,
overhead.

My heart hears differently. Their receding cries sound like shouts of joy,
laughter. As if an unfathomable secret delights them. They keep coming,
coming, in staggering numbers. Now whirling away into the fading light.

| watch them go, filled with an uneasy longing. Thrilled with their loud,
resplendent voices, their gleaming iridescent blackness, tiny heartbeats,
gleaming yellow eyes. | wish these beings to fly these skies forEeemy

great grandchildren to hear them, and roll their eyes, because the voices are
not musical and lilting, but harsh.

For they are not our stately sandhill cranes, nor our darting, aerialisbwwall

that thrill us with their very presence. They are loud and, well, just “blackbirds
Just as passenger pigeons were, well, just pigeons. But when | look, with heart
receptive, rainbow colors in a deep, complex sheen reflect a vision of hope.



Volunteer Naturalist Training Begins

Spring is “in the air”. Splashes of color appealieving the
winter grays and browns with a quiet flourish. Bgbking is
in flux. Change steals over the landscape, asanidifrog
song fills the air. Sap rises in the trees asdliges in our
veins. Itis time to get outside.

Morning is a good time to be out and about. Stggitins
adventure with children can increase your pleamany
times over. Explore forests where purple violeid and
wild onions demand to be tasted.

Tall prairie grasses and sculpted mud crayfish okeiys
bespeak a mysterious world of enchantment for cnild
adult alike. Here the prairie vole follows his thédh trail
only so far, to the open area around the pond’s.edpnger
lurks here; the soaring hawk is watchful. Comel@e
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Each child accompanied
by an adult, please

“Is it Spring Yet?” What are some of the different signs that
indicate spring is here? We will make a wind stickake home.

" & ) Kids only, please
“Feathers and Beaks” What animal has both of these things?
Do all feathers and beaks look alike and do theyesthe same

purpose?

(& ) mo* % Kids only, please
“Secrets of Spring” Find instant soap leaves, root beer floats,
flannel plants, wild rope, natural paint, and muadre! Learn
spring legends: stories about everything from tggmaundhogs

to plants that grow from lightning.

We need YOU
to help us share these stories with children.

Volunteer Naturalist training takes plaigkarch 4-March 28.
Training emphasizes interpretation methods andelestip
skills. No previous experience is necessary ybutmust
be 18 or older. Enthusiasm for nature and chilisenmust.

Upon completing the free six-part training, volwerte
naturalists work one morning each week during April
and May, guiding small groups of students on adwest
of discovery along Oxley’s varied trail system.r Bome
children this may be their first exposure to natire
wonders. It's an amazing opportunity!

Contact us for more information about joining dynamic team.

"y

" #3%% Each child accompanied
by an adult, please

“Where Does the Rain Come From?” We will talk about the
importance of the water cycle. Then we’ll creataia chain
bracelet to wear home.

" & " "% Kids only, please
“Still Trees in Action” Although trees are firmly rooted in the

ground, we will discover they lead very active dngy lives.

(& ) " o* % Kids only, please
“Sundials” Do they actually work? We will explore nature’s
time clock. We will make a simple sundial and rreveed a watch

again!

Astronomy Programs

$2 for general public, free to members, regigtratequired, open to all ages, Bring binoculars if you have them, dress warmly

Monday March 17, “Saturn” 8:00-9:30 p.m.  Sunset: 7:42 p.m. Moonrise: 3:27 p.m.

Come see the first steps of Saturn’s dance with the moon. Meet ateTlearks just west of 26th and Memorial Drive

Friday, April 25, “Spring Stars” 7:00-8:00 p.m.  Sunset: 8:08 p.m. No moon
We will look at the stars, and also observe the planets Mercury, dat§aturn if the clouds permit.

Meeting site will be chosen at a later date. Please call for infimma




- && . &/
*0$
1 && 2
5 !
% 6 -
3 &'
* 9+ & )81 |/
& , 0 +
4,3 & + 1
% 7 -
% & -
$ - & &<& &=/
JH o+
4,3 & +
.
" 2 % &' -
, -+1 &5 6/
= 7 #H+
4,3 & +
| ) % |
8
3 ")
% &
., -5 38 56/
#, & &
1 &
) 9
1 - #
/
xoo & "& &>/
# o, +

4,3 & +

March

%

April
$ - && . &/
*0$
1 & & 2
! #
$ % &
#/1 3& 1/
& #
4,3 & + 1 3
( )
& %
& # +,
*-. 3/
#, &&
1 && 2
- )
0
#
"
* [ 1 &5 6/
7 #+
4,3 & + 1 3
1 ( 7/
2%
3 &
, -5 38 56/
# , & &
1 & & 2
|
- 4
3 &'
8 & & 3
& 8




) %
( ) $
* * + $
( $
$ )
( $
¢ ; *
( * (
o
/ 0
$ 0 # $0#
(8 0 #
$ 0 0
# g 1M
1 +2
$ *
. $ 3 3 *
% & (* 3 4
$ % & "& $ *+ 5% *

The U.S. Department of the Interior strictly prdtstdiscrimination on the basis of race, colorjora! origin, age, sex or handicap in its federabgisted programs
and activities. If anyone believes he or she e ldiscriminated against in any program, actiertfacility, he or she may file a complaint allegidiscrimination
with our department or the Office for Equal Oppaity, U.S. Department of the Interior, WashingtbnC. 20240.

GTIP. MO ‘esinl
YuoN "1S Y19¢ '3 T0.LS
Jajua) alneN A9|IxO



